


To protect children online, 

you must establish and 

maintain communication. 

Internet safety starts with parenting. Using 
software alone will not protect your child. 
Time, attention, and active conversation 
are the best tools to protect our children. 
Encourage your child to tell you if they see 
or receive something that makes them 
uncomfortable. Discuss internet safety with 
children of all ages when they engage in 
online activity. You may not be able to 
protect them from everything, but you can 
teach them how to make responsible 
choices when they encounter a problem. 
The goal is to have regular and active con­
versations so that the conversation is open 
and ongoing, not just reacting to nega­

tive behaviors. 







Don't be overly critical of your child's use of 

the internet. Try to be open, talk about the 

issues, and make rules for when problems 

arise. Many times, taking away internet 

access because a child has made a 

mistake doesn't help solve the problem. 

Talk to children about protecting them­

selves and respecting others online. 

Talk to children about the dangers and risks 

online. Talk to your child about the risks of 

meeting "online friends" in person. Explain 

to your children that images posted online 

will be permanently on the internet. Make 

sure children know that anyone who asks a 

child to engage in sexually explicit activity 

online should be reported to a parent, 

guardian, or other trusted adult, and law 

enforcement as well. 



RESOURCES 

Internet Crimes Against 
Children Task Force 

www.icactaskforce.org 

National Center for Missing 
& Exploited Children 

www.missingkids.org 

Report information about a missing or 
exploited child to the National Center for 

Missing & Exploited Children: 

1-800-TH E-LOST
Report.CyberTip.org 

Parent resources for talking with your 
kids, including: 

Conversation Starters 
Helpful Tips 

Videos 
Education and Mentoring Kits 

www.MissingKids.org/NetSmartz 

To request a presentation or 
training please visit: 

www.AttorneyGeneralLynnFitch.com 

( 60 1) 359-3680 


